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“Investing in Youth”

Braga, 2011-11-26

Why investing in Youth?

Introduction: 
These recommendations and resolutions are the result of “Investing in Youth”, an 

Euro-Mediterranean Seminar held in Braga from the 22nd – 27th of November, organized by Portuguese National Agency with the cooperation of French National Agency, Italian National Agency and Salto EuroMed. 

Today when the world is rapidly changing; where big events are happening in many regions, youth become- either they have willingly decided or not -the key contributors in their communities; the ones who suppose to bring on  a "new brave world".
Not just in the Arab Spring countries where old generation's negative perspective about youth have been changed altogether  after the current uprisings created by young people; youth, too, is considered an outstanding part in the Western and European societies.  
But as trust is a positive thing old people gave to Arab youth it also becomes by time a stress on their shoulder, which makes youth chase chances to prove that they are up to this responsibility. In turn, some times young Arabs become emotional about their socieities' political  and social changes.  
Speaking about  Europeaging socities are looking at youth as the coming power that will re-gain the past's "victories",  the power that will make  Europe younger;  as a result  youth become tense about what they should do to stand for this  expectation.
In this sense, Investing in youth can be wonderful if it begins with a creative process of pyschological encounters, cultural meetings, volunteering experiences, etc... to work on relaxing them a bit, making them feel they are neither stressed nor pushed to "save their societies".
Youth of today are  missing imagination.  Over time they have been losing the link with their inner selves to seize upon their potentials and to identify their dreams.
 The first step to invest in them is by  letting them have "cup of tea" with their selves to figure out what they really want to do in this  challneging life.
They must  know how to dream, as much as they must know how to be strong enough to stand for their dreams-  not only  for the challenges on their way. 

It is not  only all about getting job, saving money, getting married, or living independly; young people are deeper than that; they have great potential to do better than that- if they manage to fix their traget.  Recent facts and incidents say so!

Get them know what they really are, and from there they will be what they want to be!

Resolution: 

1- Empowering youth in the present is believing in the future, because the youth knows better what their needs are more than others do. It is a win-win investment because all society would benefit.  

2- Investing in youth will enable them to take over responsibilities and overcome political and socio-economic challenges they are facing. 
3- Today’s youth will be tomorrow’s decision makers. 

4- Youth is a dynamic, energetic and creative soul that should be the core of our society. 

5- Youth are social and economic asset, which will highly contribute to sustainable development if invested in. 

6- Investing in youth will enable them to be active actors in process of policy-making.  

Conclusion: 

1- Developing the skills and abilities of youth will contribute to bridge the gap between them. 

2- It is a priority to help youth interlink with their identity in order to fulfil their needs.  
